
Senior Parishioners 

Before the pandemic, parishioners brought communion to those homebound after surgeries or regularly limited 

to their homes. The pandemic ended that ministry. We had Mass once a week at a care center but when visitors 

were not permitted this ministry ended.  

Pasco does not provide many opportunities for seniors to live close to the parish when the family home is no 

longer needed. There are nursing care centers in Pasco, and a variety of assisted living facilities in Kennewick, 

but not housing for seniors who are independent. Three years ago, the parish developed a site plan that 

assigned a place to senior housing. Just before the pandemic, we began to explore with Catholic Charities a plan 

for senior housing for parishioners of all income levels to live on the parish campus. The work was almost to the 

point of a plan to bring to parishioners and the city, it was far from a start, just a step to be able to imagine the 

possibility of a project and continue step by step. When I was first ordained, I was saddened when long term 

parishioners left their homes and within a few months lost contact with their parish and friends. I proposed 

senior housing at that time and again when I was in the Okanogan. It was not just a need for senior parishioners, 

parishioner’s, with parents living in another city, needed to find a way for their parents to be independent and 

close.  

Changes with the pandemic and possibilities for the future 

When the pandemic began, the parish staff called parishioners over the age of 67 to check if they had all they 

needed during the pandemic. We were not able to reach all, often the phone number was out of date, but we 

were able to contact many. Already they reported that children or grandchildren, many lived in other cities, 

were arranging for home delivery of food.  

Residents of care centers were isolated during the pandemic; those who remained in their own homes had more 

freedom of choice about how to be prudent during the pandemic. More services are available, now, the delivery 

of groceries and prepared food is now common. Perhaps in the Providence of God, with the expert help of 

Catholic Charities we could begin a senior housing project that would allow our seniors to participate fully in 

parish life and be independent.  

We are now able to restart bringing communion to the homebound. We may be allowed to return to celebrating 

Mass at the care center.  

Many were not able to be anointed when they were in the hospital or sick at home. We are planning to have 

two celebrations of the sacrament of the sick on March 25th, one in English and one in Spanish. The liturgies will 

be a liturgy of the Word, anointing and communion. We will not celebrate the Mass, to keep the service to 30 

minutes and not keep parishioners away from home too long.  

Parishioners continue to view the daily and Sunday Masses that are livestreamed. This appears to be a valuable 

way to be in contact with homebound parishioners.   

 


